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The State Infrastructural Power and Stability Maintenance
in Chinese Metropolitans

XIE Yue, GE Yang
(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: During the past two decades, the reality that the quick urbanization in China has not
resulted in political instability powerfully reverses the traditional proposition in political science.
As an exceptional case, how should we account for such a symbiosis By means of the theory
contained in the concept of “state infrastructural power”, this paper makes efforts to explain it in
three dimensions. First, urbanization in China is an important measure to increase its financial
capacity, and such an increase aversely has a great contribute to more effectively implementing its
policies in urban communities and bridging the income gap by redistribution. Secondly, the role
which the infrastructural power plays comes from the fact that the state extends its institutions in
grassroots communities, which establishes political ties between politics and society. Third, the
contribute of infrastructural power to urban stability roots in its attempting to build political
supports among grassroots, transferring more welfare to masses or providing effective solutions to
social conflicts. When these three dimensions combine to function, the efficiency for the state to
rule urban communities certainly gets outstanding.
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