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Fig.1 The evolutionary process of rural gentrification of villages in metropolis suburbs
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Fig.2 Theoretical analysis framework of integrated territorial space governance of “planning-consolidation-operation”

affects rural gentrification of villages in metropolitan suburbs
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Fig.3 Framework of Wufang Village in consolidation
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Fig.4 Framework of Wufang Village in operation
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How Does Territorial Space Governance Affect Rural Gentrification of
Villages in Metropolitan Suburbs: Theoretical Analysis and Empirical
Investigation

XU Kaiji', GU Xiaokun™, HE Chao’
(1. School of Geography and Ocean Science, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China; 2. School of International

and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China; 3. China Institute for Urban Governance,
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: The purposes of this study are to move beyond the dual perspectives of supply and demand, to explore
the evolution path and mechanism that territorial space governance influences rural gentrification of villages in
metropolitan suburbs, and to enrich the research on the influencing mechanisms of rural gentrification in China. The
research methods are as follows. The theoretical analysis method and semi—structured interview method are adopted.
Based on multi—source datasets such as relevant interviews, observations and reports, this study analyzes the dynamic
process and mechanism that territorial space governance influences rural gentrification of Wufang Village in Shanghai.
The research results show that: 1) rural gentrification of villages in metropolitan suburbs is a socio—spatial process
in which urban gentries and rural villagers jointly utilize the multi—functional rural space in metropolitan suburbs
and form a new community network through interactive coupling. 2) Targeted at villages in metropolitan suburbs,
territorial space governance includes links such as planning formulation, consolidation implementation, and operation
activation. These links are interrelated, progress in sequence and feature dynamic feedback, forming an integrated
governance closed loop. By introducing various types of capital and allocating land rights, it acts on population structure,
spatial functions and community networks, thereby affecting rural gentrification of villages in metropolitan suburbs.
3) Empirical research shows that integrated territorial space governance of “planning—consolidation—operation” relies
on the synergistic integration of governance objectives, actions, and instruments as its core mechanism. Centering on
the governance objective of promoting rural gentrification, the practice in Wufang Village internalized this goal through
integrated governance actions of “planning—consolidation—operation”, utilizing the introduction of diverse capital and
land rights allocation as governance instruments. This facilitated the integration of population structure, complexity
of space function, and coupling of social networks, thereby driving the evolution of rural gentrification of villages in
metropolitan suburbs. In conclusion, the integrated territorial space governance of “planning—consolidation—operation”
significantly influenced the rural gentrification process in Wufang Village. Future research could be deepened through
multi-case comparisons and expanding the understanding of influencing mechanisms.

Key words: territorial space governance; rural gentrification; villages in metropolitan suburbs; planning—consolidation—

operation
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