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The Governance Burden of Major Countries
and Their Coping Mechanisms: A Theoretical Investigation
Centered on the Issue of Scale

Han Zhiming

Abstract: China has been a major country since ancient times. The scale issue and its govern—
ance burden are the basic problems of China’s state governance which specifically include the two
elements: population and land. Thinkers from ancient and modern times home and abroad have
formed rich thinking on the issue of scale and put forward many ideas about the design of the politi—
cal system especially discussed the problem of the political system that could adapted to the condi-
tions of different scales. The scale issue of modern state governance is mainly the issue about the
management and service based on population size. The specific governance burden includes two de—
grees: quantity and quality; the degree of quantity is related to the number of governance tasks
while the degree of quality cannot be separated from the complexity of governance tasks. The rigidity
of scale issue requires the development and application of appropriate governance mechanism the
core principle of which is a single authority limited powers and responsibilities as well as differen—
tiation and integration as the center of the response mechanism. A better understanding of popula—
tion-based scale issue and its governance condition is key to the understanding and explaining of Chi-
na’ s state governance logic.

Key words: scale issue; population; burden of governance; governance mechanism; govern—

ance of major countries
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