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The Different Resources of the Housing Property Rights and the
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Abstract: The housing reform, beginning from 1998 has been a kind of significant dynamics to impel social
transition. This reform, legalizing housing rights privatization as a core component, has powerfully being
promoted the processes of class’s production and reproduction, therefore shaping the characteristics of collective
actions mobilized by houses’ owners. The given literature felled into a linear inference, establishing a causal
relation between property rights of houses and collective contention. But the fieldwork in Shanghai finds that such
a causal account can only apply to a limited situation, a considerable number of collective actions being not
contention. The homeowners who live respectively in the communities of “commercialized apartment” and
“government-selling apartment” launched various kinds of collective actions, the former performing in contention,
while the later being in obedience. This paper tries to, from the perspective of property right’s source, explain such
a distinction and then further the understanding on Chinese urban politics.

Keywords: urban homeowners, collective action, homeownership, homeowners association, residents
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