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The Past, Present and Future of China’s Urban Governance Research: A Bibliometric Analysis of Academic Papers

Wu Jiannan  Zheng Changxu

[ Abstract | This article uses the method of bibliometric analysis to sort out the past and present research evolution of

China's urban governance from research hotspots, subjects and cooperation based on the core papers of Chinese

authors (including cooperation). The future of urban governance’ s research is forecasted. The analysis shows

that over the past 20 years, the hotspots between Chinese and English papers are different. Chinese papers

involve less the cross of arts and science and the cooperation of institutions and authors are also less. But

English papers involve the cross of arts and science, institutions and authors are more closely related, and the

English research groups are stable. In the current two years, the hotspots of Chinese and English papers are

increasing, the cooperation of institutions and authors of Chinese is strengthening, but the cooperative network is

still less, and the cross of arts and science also needs to be pushed forward. From the future development trends,

the numbers of English and Chinese papers are both in a low growth. It needs to be further fitted to the strategic

requirements of China’ new urbanization and urban governance. To promote the prosperity of the study of urban

governance, it is suggested that government, universities as well as the relevant funds give external intervention,

and scholars themselves take the initiative to cooperate across disciplinary boundaries.
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