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From Highlights to Short Plate Strategy: The Path and Obstacle toward
Holistic Urban Governance
Peng Bo

Abstract: In the background of urban governance transition, Short Plate strategy is becoming
dominant mechanism of current Chinese urban governance, which can be classified into four types ac-
cording to structure of policy issues and openness of policy process. Because of path dependency, Short
Plate urban governance inherits the traditional Highlights style, that is project governance, one dimen-
sional policy mechanism and single governance actor. To break away from the involution of urban gov-
ernance innovation, local justification of governance inspiration, innovation of governance mechanism
and multi-actor governance need to be brought to the forefront.
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